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covery of Blood-stains; and on some Cauitions
arising out of the recent Sudden Deaths at the Car-
diff Union Workhouse.

It was necessary to postpone Dr. Freeman's paper
until the next meeting.

AtRiart of~~'Soitftsot
PHARMACEUTICAL SOCIETY.

FEBRUARY 5TH, 1867.
THE NEW PHARXACOP(EIAL PROCESS FOR THE PRE-

PARATION OF SPIRIT OF NITROUS ETHER.
PROFESSOR REDWOOD read a paper on the vexed
question of spirit of nitrous ether; his principal ob-
ject being to explain the process for the prepara-
tion of this medicine which has been introduced
into the new British Pharmacopoeia. Pharmacists
have long been seeking for some more satisfactory
method of preparing sweet spirit of nitre than the
recognised processes of the Pharmacopeeias. Very
la.rg? quantities of this medicine appear to be con-
sumed; so much so, in fact, that its production
forms, in some instances, a distinct and independent
branch of manufactuire; yet few medicines have been
more subject than this to great variations of strength
and general quality. When made strictly according
to some of the Pharmacopceia processes, it has been
found to be scarcely distinguishable from pure spirit,
although much of what is met with in commerce
contains an appreciable quantity of nitrous ether
and solution. The strength may be considered to
vary from less than one per cent. of ether up to fully
ten or twelve per cent. A process was given to the
British Pharmacopoeia of 1864, which it was hoped
would remove this great scandal to practical phar-
macy, by affording the means of producing spirit of
nitrous ether in an uniformly satisfactory state.
This expectation, however, was doomed to disap-
pointment; for the process, although appearing
excellent in theory, failed to realise what was re-
quired, on account of the difficulty of producing one
of the ingredients, nitrite of soda, in an uniform state
of composition. Professor Redwood's process appears
to be very simple and economical, and it is repre-
sented to be perfectly successful. It consists in
distilling a mixture of nitric and sulphuric acids
with rectified spirit in contact with flne copper wire.
By this means, a comparatively small quantity of
nitric acid in the mixture is made to yield nitrous
ether in a constant and uniform quantity throughout
the distillation; while, at the end of the process,
sulphate of copper is left in the retort.

DR. BAIN, of Poplar, read a paper at the Public
Health Section of the Social Science Association on
Monday, "1 On the Cholera Epidemic in East Lon-
don".
DEmNTAL HOSPrrAL OF LONDON. The annual gene-

ral meeting of the friends and supporters of this
institution was held on Friday last, at the Hospital,
32, Soho Square; Mr. Saunders presided. The re-
port stated that the hospital continued to hold its
ground, though with some difficulty. Tne committee
regretted that the benefits of the institution could
not be further extended unless it received a larger
share of public patronage. It appeared from the
medical statement that, during 1865, 14,275 patients
had been treated, and 15,869 operations performed;
and, during 1866, 15,320 patients treated, and 16,891
operations performed.

CLITORIDECTOMY.
LETTER FROM W. F. PYM, Esq.

SIR,-I am directed by the two Senior Surgeons,
Mr. Baker Brown and Mr. Philip Harper, to state
that, solely in deference to the opinion of the medical
press on clitoridectomy, they have determined not to
perform the operation in this institution, pending
professional inquiry into its validity as a scientific
and justifiable operation. An early insertion of this
note in your JOURNAL will oblige Yours, etc.,

WOLLASTON F. PYM, Secretary.
London Surgical Home, Stanley Terrace, Notting Hill, W.,

February 1867.

INFANTICIDE.
LETTER FROM THOMAS RADFORD, M.D.

SIR,-In the recommendation of the Committee
appointed by the Harveian Society "to draw up a
Report on Infanticide, with the object of suggest-
ing the best means of checking the crime," etc.,
it is stated as one means to accomplish this de-
sirable end; " That all still-born children should
be registered; and that certificates of still-birth
should only be received from medical men and certi-
fied midwives-a certified midwife to be a person
who has received instructions and a certificate of
competency, from a lying-in hospital or maternal
establishment."

If all women practising midwifery were legally
compelled to attend lectures, and undergo an ex-
amination to really test their capabilities, then a
great improvement over the present system would
be produced. But such regulations do not exist; and
we well know there are numbers of women, untaught
and unexamined, who profess and practise mid-
wifery, who are ignorant of nearly all obstetric prin-
ciples. Under such circumstances, who is to account
for the still-births, which will of necessity be more
numerous under their hands than under the manage-
ment of qualified midwives?
Now, as the object of the Committee is decidedly

and most laudably to obtain an amendment of the
laws relating to infanticide, it appears to me it
would have been better to suggest a more effec-
tive legal control over midwives, so as to render
them more responsible, both to the public and also
to the legislator.
They should not alone have certificates of compe-

tency from their instructors, but they ought to be
compelled to undergo an examination by a competent
board, appointed for this purpose, and also for grant-
inga legal license to practise. It may be said that
great difculties would attend such a system; so there
might in the first instance, but in such a case as
this, in which there are so many serious social con-
tingencies, such trivial obstacles ought not to weigh
against such a plan.
A better preliminary, ancd also a more full ob-

stetric education, would doubtless be required. By
such a system, midwives would be improved, and
parturient women and their offspring would also be
better protected from ignorance and malpractice.
Now it appears to me that it ought to be the object

of every obstetric practitioner to assist in accom-
plishing such a desirable result, as the present class
of midwives, at least the great majority of them,
from their limited education, and social status, tend
to degrade obstetric medicine. It is ziot only our


